METROPOLITAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN: 1813-4270
Vol. 3 Issue 1, January - 2024, Pages: 775-782

|
Parental Involvement in Education and Students’ Learning in Secondary Schools

In Kisoro District: A Case Study of Kanaba Secondary School in Kanaba Sub County
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ABSTRACT.
Purposely, the research study was mainly aimed to investigate the impact of parental involvement in education on student’s
learning in secondary schools in Kanaba sub county in Kisoro District. The researcher attempted three objectives namely;
the level of parental involvement in education, the level of student’s learning in secondary schools and the extent to
which parental involvement in education influence student’s learning in Kanaba Sub County in Kisoro District. The research
study was conducted in Kanaba Sub County in Kisoro District. The population of the study included the students, teachers
and the head teacher as the parent population. The total of 36 respondents was used for the researcher. The first objective of
the study was to find out the level of parental involvement in education at Kanaba secondary school in Kanaba Sub County.
The findings showed that findings also indicated that the level of parental involvement in education is high because parents
play a big role to improve policy and practice in an effort to increase student academic achievement and student
success. The second objective of the research study was to find out the level of student’s learning in secondary schools in
Kanaba sub county. The research findings indicted that the level of students learning at the school is high because most of
the learning materials like text books, laboratory equipment is available at the same school. The third objective of the
research study was to find out the extent to which parental involvement in education influence student’s learning at
Kanaba secondary school in Kanaba sub county. The research findings indicated that parental involvement in education
influenced students learning to a greater extent with 61%, followed by to some extent (22.2%), followed by to a
smaller extent (11%), and finally 5.5% did not understand the statement clearly.
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Background of the study

According to (Tumusabe et al., 2022a), Parental overwhelming and unpredictable schedules and

involvement is when parents participate in school events
or activities, and teachers provide learning resources or
information about their student’s grades (Zulaikah &
Rebecca, 2023). Educators and parents play major roles in
the educational success of students (Kokkinos et al.,
2022). Students need a positive learning experience to
succeed in school: one providing support, motivation
(Micheal et al., 2023), and quality instruction (Andrew et
al., 2023). With the increasing demands on the family,
parental support in the education of students extends
beyond the school building (Bridget & Geophrey, 2023;
Peterson & Sarah, 2023). Many families are faced with
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circumstances while juggling school, sports, family
situations, family time, work schedules, and other
responsibilities, allowing minimal time to provide support
in any one given area (Shamim et al., 2023). Parental
involvement in the education of students begins at home
with the parents providing a safe and healthy
environment, appropriate learning experiences
(Emmanuel et al., 2023), support, and a positive attitude
about school (Tumusabe et al., 2022b). Several studies
indicate increased academic achievement with students
that have involved parents (Rubach et al., 2022; Stentiford

et al., 2023). Studies also indicate that parental
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involvement is most effective when viewed as a
partnership between educators and parents (Anthony et
al., 2023). By examining parents’ and teachers’
perceptions, educators and parents should have a better
understanding of effective parental involvement practices
in promoting student achievement (Godfrey et al., 2023).
Parental involvement refers to the amount of participation
a parent has when it comes to schooling and her child’s
life. Numerous researchers such as (Richard et al., 2023)
have studied parental involvement and its effects on the
educational process over the years. A leading researcher
of parental involvement is Joyce Epstein, the founder and
director of the National Network of Partnership Schools at
Johns Hopkins University (Ntirandekura & Christopher,
2022). With numerous studies and work in over 100
publications, Epstein focuses on school, family, and
community partnership programme that will improve
policy and practice in an effort to increase student
academic achievement and student success (Duffield,
2020). Epstein has identified a framework which
containing six important factors with regards to parental
involvement (Tumusabe Ezera et al., 2022). This

Statement of the problem

framework is based on findings from many studies of
what factors are most effective with regards comes to
children’s education (Sarah et al., n.d.). Those six factors
are parenting, communicating, volunteering, learning at
home, decision-making and collaborating with the
community (Christopher et al., 2022). As might be
expected, the pattern of parent involvement shown to
confer the most positive effects on students' achievement
is also the most beneficial with respect to these other
student outcomes (Christopher et al., 2022). In general,
active parent involvement is more beneficial than passive
involvement, but passive forms of involvement are better
than no involvement at all. As for which specific kinds of
involvement in children's learning have the greatest
affective benefits, no clear answer emerges from the
research. Whereas direct parent involvement in instruction
seems to be the single most powerful approach for
fostering achievement benefits, all of the active forms of
parent involvement seem more or less equally effective in
bringing about improvements in students' attitudes and
behavior (Victoria et al., 2023).

The problem was finding out whether parental involvement in education had an impact on student’s learning in secondary

schools in Kisoro District

Major Objective

The major objective of the study was to find out the impact of parental involvement in education on student’s learning in

secondary schools in Kanaba sub county in Kisoro District
Specific Objectives

1. To find out the level of parental involvement in education in Kanaba sub county

2. To find out the level of student’s learning in secondary schools in Kanaba sub county

3. To find out the extent to which parental involvement in education influence student’s learning in Kanaba Sub

County

Research questions

1. What was the level of parental involvement in education in Kanaba Sub County?
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2. What was the level of student’s learning in secondary schools in Kanaba sub county?

3. What extent to which parental involvement in education influenced student’s learning in secondary schools in
Kanaba Sub County in Kisoro District?
Methodology.
The study used descriptive research design because of the nature of the variables that were at hand to produce data, required
for qualitative and quantitative analysis to allow simultaneous description of views, perceptions and beliefs at any single
point in time (white, 2000). The study was conducted in Kanaba Sub County in Kisoro District. The study was carried out
from one of the selected secondary schools in Kisoro (Kanaba secondary school). According to the pre-study survey
conducted at one of the selected secondary schools in Kanaba sub county (Kanaba secondary school), Teachers considered
were of bachelors only because they were having more experience in teaching and who had taught for more than 5-Years
basing on the school calendar and payroll list of July (2022) and was the one obtained from the school and the target
population for this study constituted of students from S.3, S.4, and A’ level Students in the school were considered for the
study which was randomly selected from Kanaba secondary school. Therefore, the target population contained students,
teachers and the head teacher making a total of 36 from the target population of 40 people in the study and their selection
involved simple random sampling and specific attention was paid to inclusion of both male and female respondents in the
study area. The rest of the sample was sampled using purposive sampling technique. The different two methods were used to
collect data which included questionnaire and interview method. These were used to collect data from all industrial workers
and community members from Hima cement factory, Kasese district. The validity of the instruments was established under
the guidance of the supervisor (Dr. Arinaitwe Julius). To establish the reliability of the research instruments, the researcher
carried out a pilot test of the instruments using another similar group with the same characteristics as the one targeted in the
study. Quantitative data analyses were carried out using a software application called Statistical Package for Social
Scientists (SPSS (Nelson et al., 2022). Cross tabulations, Pearson’s correlation coefficient, regression, and ANOVA tests
and analyses were carried out on the data to examine the relationships between assessment of learning and student academic
performance (Godfrey et al., 2023). Qualitative data was organized according to themes identified from research
questions and analyzed using content analysis. Data from interviews were organized and presented inform of report.
Results.
level of parental involvement in education at Kanaba secondary school in Kanaba Sub County
To comply with the system of integrated support for their students’, schools need to build partnership with parents and
develop mutual responsibility for children’s” success in the educational system. In this way, parental involvement needs to
be increased, parents’ efforts to support schools, and they are directly making a positive impact to a successful educational
system.
One of the students indicated that
“The level of parental involvement at the school is high because most of the parents pay much attention in paying school
fees for their students so as to maintain them at school. Educators and parents play major roles in the

educational success of students. Students need a positive learning experience to succeed in school: one providing

support, motivation, and quality instruction.
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With the increasing demands on the family, parental support in the education of students ex-tends beyond the school

building. Many families are faced with overwhelming and unpredictable schedules and circumstances while juggling school,
sports, family situations, family time, work schedules, and other responsibilities, al-lowing minimal time to provide
support in any one given area (participant 1 revealed).

One of the key informants revealed that
“The level of parental involvement in education is high due to the fact that that parents who are capable of paying student’s
school fees always pay in time and others promise the specific date of which they would pay. Parental involvement in the
education of students begins at home with the parents providing a safe and healthy environment, appropriate learning
experiences, support, and a positive attitude about school.”

It also indicated that increased academic achievement with students that have involved parents (participant 4 revealed). It
also indicated that parental involvement is most effective when viewed as a partnership between educators and parents. By
examining parents’ and teachers’ perceptions, educators and parents should have a better understanding of effective parental
involvement practices in promoting student achievement (participant 4 revealed).

The participant added that
“Parenting — includes all of the activities that parents engage in to raise happy, healthy children who become capable
students. Unlike teachers, whose influence on a child’s is relatively limited, parents maintain a life-long commitment to their
children. Activities that support this type of involvement provide information to parents about their child’s development,
health, safety, or home conditions that can support student learning that includes; parent education and other courses or
training for parents, family support programmes to assist families with health, nutrition, and other services, home
visits at transition points to elementary, middle, and secondary school.”
The findings also indicated that that the level of parental involvement in education is high because families and schools
communicate with each other in multiple ways. Schools send home notes and flyers about important events and activities.
Parents give teachers information about their child’s health and educational history. A school is an additional mode of
communication with parents and families. Includes: conferences with every parent at least once a year, language translators

to assist families as needed, regular schedule of useful notices, memos, phone calls, newsletters, and other communications.

Level of student’s learning at Kanaba secondary school in Kanaba sub county

One of the participants revealed that
“The level of students learning at the school is high because most of the learning materials like text books, laboratory
equipment is available at the same school. He added that in relation to knowledge and understanding, cognitive psychology
indicates the role of attention, and both short-term and long-term memory in learning.”
Without attention, little can be remembered, and the strength, the extent and the direction of that attention all affect
learning. Short- term memory is not only limited in time, fading quickly, but also in size, allowing relatively few (7 + 2)

bits of information to be held there simultaneously, although we do develop ways of grouping related information to cope
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with more. This limitation can cause severe problems in student learning where too much material is presented within a

short period of time, making it impossible for students to process it effectively, or to discover the relationships between the

features being presented and the findings are in line with that of Kester (2003).

In addition, one of the female respondents revealed
“that the level of student’s learning at the school is high however, some students experience some challenges in academics
like lack of school fees, lack of enough scholastic materials and so on and this limited her performance as she expected. She
added that changes in conceptions of knowledge are paralleled by equivalent development in students’ conceptions of
learning.
The researcher’s findings showed that students with little academic background saw learning in terms of memorizing and
reproducing knowledge, whereas those who had experienced higher education had more sophisticated conceptions
involving seeking personal meaning. The findings draws attention to a common feature of developmental schemes, namely
that the more limited conceptions become integrated within the more sophisticated ones, so that, with the higher
conceptions, students show a greater awareness of their own cognitive processes and can monitor their own activities in
carrying out academic tasks
Extent to which parental involvement in education influence student’s learning in Kanaba
Sub County
Parents participate in school decision making when they become part of school governance committees or join
organizations, such as the parent/teachers association. Other decision-making activities include taking on leadership roles
that involve disseminating information to other parents. Includes: active PTA/PTO or other parent organizations, advisory
councils, or committees for parent leadership and participation, independent advocacy groups to lobby for school reform and
improvements, networks to link all families with parent representatives

Table 1: Showing the extent to which parental involvement in education influenced student’s learning in Kanaba Sub

County
Response frequency \Valid percentage
'To a greater extent 22 61
'To some extent 08 22.2
'To a smaller extent 04 11
Not sure 02 5.5
Total 36 100
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The table 1 above indicated that parental involvement in education influence students learning to a

greater extent with 61%, followed by To some extent (22.2%), followed by to a smaller extent

(11%), and finally 5.5% did not understand the statement clearly. The table 1 above also indicated that parents also gain a
more positive attitude towards the school and its staff, and gain more confidence in assisting their children with homework,
by being involved with their education. In addition, they are more likely to gather support for the school and its programme
in the community and become more active community members. For teachers, the benefits may be presumed to be better
communication with parents, a deeper understanding of the family of their students and their situation, and more effective
communication with both the homes and the community.

The table 1 above also indicated that parents also gain a more positive attitude towards the school and its staff, and gain
more confidence in assisting their children with homework, by being involved with their education. In addition, they are
more likely to gather support for the school and its programme in the community and become more active community
members. For teachers, the benefits may be presumed to be better communication with parents, a deeper understanding of
the family of their students and their situation, and more effective communication with both the homes and the community.
Conclusions

Conclusively, the results of the research study indicated that there is a significant impact of parental involvement in
education on student’s learning at Kanaba secondary school in Kanaba sub county in Kisoro District. In conclusion
therefore, the study revealed that Parents and families have a major impact on the success of the process of education and
upbringing of children. Involvement of parents is related to their position at home (monitoring the learning of children), as
well as participation in activities organized at school (parent-teacher conferences, volunteer activities, various forms of
parental activism, workshops and seminars for parents). It is well established that parental involvement is correlated with
school achievement of both children and adolescents. Elementary school children gain greater academic, language, and
social skills, middle and high school students have greater achievement and future aspirations and spend more time doing
and completing homework. Research shows that parental involvement is more important to children’s academic success
than their family’s socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, or educational background. Parental involvement can encourage
children’s and adolescents’ achievement in many ways. Children whose parents are actively involved in their schooling
benefit better than children whose parents are passively involved. Specifically, if parents attend teacher conferences, accept
phone calls from the school, and read and sign messages from school, their children will benefit academically more than
children whose parents do none of the above. Furthermore, children excel even more when their parents assist them at home
with their homework, attend school sponsored events, and volunteer at their children’s schools

Recommendations

In programme that require high level of involvement, teachers help stu-dents understand their role and the importance of
actively participating in the family, school, and community partnership (Epstein, 1995). Given decreased budgeted funds in
education and increased expectations, school administrators and teachers must take the initiative to involve parents in an
effort to assist the educational achievement of students.

Some school administrators and teachers may not know how to involve parents; therefore, educators lacking this knowledge

could be taught techniques for involving parents and creating partnerships. Administrators and teachers may not fully
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understand the importance of parental involvement and the effects of parental involvement on student achievement

Often, teachers believe parents do not support the school and do not discipline children when there has been a problem at
school. When teachers do not feel parental support, they often believe it is a waste of their time to contact parents
References.

Alamri, M. M. (2019). Students’ academic achievement performance and satisfaction in a flipped classroom
in Saudi Arabia. International Journal of Technology Enhanced Learning, 11(1).
https://doi.org/10.1504/IJTEL.2019.096786

Annor, B. O. H., & Oudshoorn, A. (2019). The health challenges of families experiencing homelessness.
Housing, Care and Support, 22(2). https://doi.org/10.1108/HCS-12-2018-0036

Bhattarai, A., King, N., Adhikari, K., Dimitropoulos, G., Devoe, D., Byun, J., Li, M., Rivera, D.,
Cunningham, S., Bulloch, A. G. M., Patten, S. B., & Duffy, A. (2023). Childhood Adversity and Mental Health Outcomes
Among University Students: A Longitudinal Study. Canadian Journal of Psychiatry, 68(7).
https://doi.org/10.1177/07067437221111368

Bridget, T., & Geophrey, M. (2023). RELIGIOUS STUDIES AND STUDENTS’ BEHAVIOUR CHANGE
IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS: A CASE OF NAMUGOONA HIGH SCHOOL, KAMPALA DISTRICT. In
METROPOLITAN JOURNAL OF BUSINESS & ECONOMICS (MJBE (Vol. 2, Issue 4).

Duffield, B. (2020). Reimagining homelessness assistance for children and families. Journal of Children and
Poverty, 26(2). https://doi.org/10.1080/10796126.2020.1813535

Enock, Z., Andrew, N., & Kazaara, A. I. (2023). THE IMPACT OF STUDENT LEADERSHIP ON
BEHAVIOR CHANGE AMONG STUDENTS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS. A CASE STUDY OF MAKINDYE
SSABAGABO, WAKISO DISTRICT. In METROPOLITAN JOURNAL OF BUSINESS & ECONOMICS (MJBE (Vol. 2,
Issue 3).

Kokkinos, C. M., Tsouloupas, C. N., & Voulgaridou, 1. (2022). The effects of perceived psychological,
educational, and financial impact of COVID-19 pandemic on Greek university students’ satisfaction with life through
Mental Health. Journal of Affective Disorders, 300. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2021.12.114

Peterson, A., & Sarah, A. (2023). TEACHING AIDS AND TEACHER PERFORMANCE IN PRIMARY
SCHOOLS, A CASE STUDY OF BUYANJA PRIMARY SCHOOL, HOIMA DISTRICT. In METROPOLITAN JOURNAL
OF BUSINESS & ECONOMICS (MJBE (Vol. 2, Issue 6).

Rubach, C., von Keyserlingk, L., Simpkins, S. D., & Eccles, J. S. (2022). Does Instructional Quality Impact
Male and Female University Students Differently? Focusing on Academic Stress, Academic Satisfaction, and Mental Health
Impairment. Frontiers in Education, 7. https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2022.820321

Sarah, A, Ariyo, D., Kazaara, G., & Kasenene, P. E. (n.d.). METROPOLITAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL AND
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH TAXPAYER EDUCATION AND TAX COMPLIANCE OF SMALL AND MEDIUM
ENTERPRISES. A CASE STUDY OF ARUA HILL DIVISION.

Stentiford, L., Koutsouris, G., & Allan, A. (2023). Girls, mental health and academic achievement: a
qualitative systematic review. In Educational Review (Vol. 75, Issue 6). https://doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2021.2007052

Received: 23.01.2024 Accepted: 26.01.2024 Published on: 31.01.2024

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Corresponding: Author: research@miu.ac.ug/publications 781


mailto:research@miu.ac.ug/publications

METROPOLITAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
ISSN: 1813-4270
Vol. 3 Issue 1, January - 2024, Pages: 775-782

|
Strodl, E., Deb, S., & Sun, J. (2015). Academic Stress, Parental Pressure, Anxiety and Mental Health among

Indian High School Students. International Journal of Psychology and Behavioral Sciences, 2015(1).

Tumusabe, E., Ntirandekura, M., & Kazaara, G. A. (2022a). Parenting Styles and Children Behaviour among
Adolescents in Kisoro Municipality, Kisoro District, Uganda. In International Journal of Academic Multidisciplinary
Research (Vol. 6). www.ijeais.org/ijamr

Tumusabe, E., Ntirandekura, M., & Kazaara, G. A. (2022b). Parenting Styles and Children Behaviour
among Adolescents in Kisoro Municipality, Kisoro District, Uganda. In International Journal of Academic Multidisciplinary
Research (Vol. 6). www.ijeais.org/ijamr

Anthony, D., Kazaara, A. G., Kazaara, A. I., Ismail, L., & Prudence, K. (2023). The Impact of Teachers ’
Teaching Methods on Students ’ Performance in English Subject in Secondary Schools In Uganda , A Case Study Of
Selected Secondary Schools In Kampala & Wakiso. 7(3), 290-297.

Christopher, F., Komunda, T. R., & Milton, N. (2022). The Impact of Supervision on the Quality-Of-Service
Delivery at Kirima Community Secondary School in Kanungu District , South Western Uganda. 6(5), 157-162.

Emmanuel, E., Rebecca, N., Kazaara, A. G., & Nicholas, K. (2023). The Effects Of Job Training On
Performance Of Local Government Employees In ganda : A Case Study Of Molo Sub- County , Tororo District . 7(2), 65—
73.

Godfrey, W., Silvia, N., Kazaara, A. G., Nelson, K., Christopher, F., Deus, T., Micheal, T., & Catherine, M.
(2023). The Effect Of Teacher ’s Instructional Methods On The Learners Academic Performance In Mathematics Subject In
Secondary Schools , A Case Study Of Buwesswa Secondary School In Manafwa District. 7(2), 100-107.

Micheal, T., Nicholas, K., Kazaara, A. G., & Nelson, K. (2023). The Effect of Teacher ’s Motivation on
Academic Performance of Students in Kole District a Case Study of Alito Sub-County. 7(2), 64—72.

Nelson, K., Christopher, F., & Milton, N. (2022). Teach Yourself Spss and Stata. 6(7), 84-122.

Ntirandekura, M., & Christopher, F. (2022). Community Participation and Budget Allocation in Local
Governments in Uganda : A Case Study of Rubanda District Local Government , Western Uganda. 6(5), 124-134.

Richard, A., Deus, T., James, T., ljeoma, A., & Janice, B. (2023). The impacts of using music instruments on
learning in post- secondary institutions in Uganda. 7(3), 35-39.

Victoria, N., Nelson, K., Kazaara, A. G., & Kazaara, A. I. (2023). The Impact Of Staff Development On The
Pupils * Academic Performance In Primary Schools In Kimaanya Sub-County , Masaka District A Case Study Of Kimaanya
Sub-County , Masaka District. 7(3), 179-186.

Received: 23.01.2024 Accepted: 26.01.2024 Published on: 31.01.2024

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Corresponding: Author: research@miu.ac.ug/publications 782


mailto:research@miu.ac.ug/publications

